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Presentation:  

My name is Edin Pandur, and I own the Art Studio Pandur, which I inherited from my father Ramiz, who is 
now 80 years old. Currently, three generations are actively working in our small business, which, you must 
admit, is a curiosity nowadays. 
 
My father has been in Kujundžiluk since 1965, from the time when there were no signs of tourism, and from 
then until today, we have survived various times, systems, "golden times", crises, war and thank God, we 
still exist. 
 
Of course, through decades of work we have evolved and perfected some new techniques in copper 
processing, which has resulted in a completely new approach, but basically the tradition remains. 
 
I Cultural Heritage and Traditional Crafts 
 
Many countries are proud of their tradition and traditional ways of production. Our country inherits a 
centuries-old tradition, certainly longer than many modern states, which our and future generations must 
nurture, primarily in order to preserve their identity. We have the privilege of living in a city that is the pearl 
of our country, and which is rightly the bearer of the cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
 
Mostar is an inexhaustible source of ideas for painters and poets, as well as musicians, actors ... I can tell 
you that, both residents of all cities in BiH, and tourists who make mass pilgrimages to this part of the 
world. 
 
II Sustainability 
 
At this moment, there is a very unequal struggle between crafts and cheap industrial production, which is 
why crafts are slowly disappearing. 
 
With one example, I will try to illustrate the state of traditional crafts before and after the war. In the middle 
of the 80's of the last century, in Mostar's Old Town, almost all types of crafts were represented in about 



                                                                     

 

50 stores. From potters, bag makers, umbrella makers, upholsterers, painters, sculptors, carpet weavers, 
shoemakers, tinsmiths, to quilters and shoemakers. Today, there are more than 180 shops in the Old 
Town, most of which are about 10 real craftsmen. Most of these trades became extinct with the older 
generation. 
 
And this is not only the case with Mostar, it is the same in Sarajevo, whose Baščaršija was devastated after 
the war, so that there is almost no talk of traditional crafts. 
Of course, there is no longer a real need for many of these trades, but much could have been done to adapt 
to the new times, which was missed. 
 
Most people, and I mean the new generation, who inherited the craft mostly from their families, 
succumbed to new values, and an easier way to make a profit, and turned to the trade in cheap and 
worthless souvenirs, which is certainly more lucrative and requires much less effort and in addition no 
knowledge is required. 
 
The state did not help the craftsmen, so it allowed the equalization of the status of souvenir traders and 
real craftsmen with hasty moves, such as "let a man make money". This has done the state a disservice. 
Merchants came, and artisans slowly lost the will to compete with them, and switched to importing goods 
and trade. 
 
The result is (to caricature a bit) that the Chinese in Bosnia buy Chinese scarves, and the Turks Turkish 
engravings. I often like to say that there is more Turkish copper in Mostar than in Istanbul. I can buy the 
same in Dubrovnik, Venice and Budapest, only with other symbols. 
 
To succeed, we must be different. 
 
Different, easy to say, but not easy to achieve. 
 
Unfortunately, very few young people are given the opportunity to show what they know, and to examine 
in the market how much their work is worth. And young people know, but they don't see each other. 
 
In that case, you have to fight for the opportunity yourself. 
 
I speak to you from my own experience. 
 
First of all, to succeed, you need an unlimited amount of love for what you do. It’s normal to always ask 
yourself if what I’m doing is good, if someone is going to like this, but if you suspect you’re wrong about 
what you’re doing or if you’re doing what you don’t want to do, and especially if you’re listening to a 
negative environment, you won’t achieve result and it is better to look for another time in life. 
 



                                                                     

 

Many craftsmen, if they do not have enough expected turnover, resorted to the introduction of purchased 
souvenirs, under the pretext of "so they always make a profit, and I did not invest effort in it." In my 
opinion, such an assessment is catastrophic for your own ideas, because it irrevocably devalues what you 
have made with your own hands. In other words, everything is in the same basket, and that's worth it. 
Fight your battle on your own, so you have to master the craft, be creative, be economists and lawyers as 
needed, master computer technology (which is your advantage), and ultimately love what you do. I call it 
a one-man band. 
 
It may sound daunting. No, it's not. All this can be done, because the satisfaction you have when someone 
wants to have what you have created, compensates for all the effort, which in fact no one sees, except 
yourself. 
 
In the end, you don't have to explain that what you did is original, handmade, because the work speaks 
for itself. 
 
III How to proceed? 
 
What the world has done for us, and that is that Mostar, along with the Old Bridge, is included on the 
UNESCO List of Protected Cultural Monuments, is a huge thing for all of us who live here. Mostar is now on 
all tourist maps with the world's most beautiful cultural monuments. 
 
However, we, the citizens of Mostar, are the ones who make this place worthy of such recognition. 
Unfortunately, everyday life convinces us that we don’t think the best of ourselves. Capital without 
scruples, uncultured, reluctance do not allow us to move even a step further. The government must not 
turn a blind eye to the pile of negative things that bomb us every day. The old bridge can now only be 
photographed from a drone, if you want to avoid various installations on the streets and cobblestones. 
 
You have to make money, without that there is no survival, but no one came to Mostar for souvenirs and 
delicious food, various stands, terraces above and below the water, and to "admire" the construction skills 
of our new "builders" who smelled money, but to enjoy and to be convinced of the beauties of the city and 
the richness of the cultural heritage we have, and their consumption is directly dependent on their 
satisfaction. 
 
On the other hand, we have been seeing demolished and damaged buildings for twenty meters from the 
Old Bridge for decades. It seems to me that this can only happen with us. Let them give them away for free 
for 10 years to you, young creatives, and what is now embarrassing to watch will come to life. The state 
cannot look only at the financial benefit from rents, rents for the occupation of public areas, which in fact 
should not even be occupied. 
 



                                                                     

 

Another message to the authorities, certify traditional crafts and include them in the promotional 
materials of Bosnia and Herzegovina, because it is also the original cultural heritage. We know how to 
promote ourselves, but it is in the interest of the state to promote tradition. 
 
And finally, a message to you creatives. Be persistent, believe in yourself, don't wait for anyone, you have 
that energy. Don’t be discouraged by the obstacles that will await you on the long road to self-realization. 
Do your best, and a positive result is inevitable. Realize your aspirations and you will be satisfied. Mostar 
will only be a role model for others, if we, the citizens of Mostar, are satisfied. 


